
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

GRADE 8: SYLLABUS 

Ms. Hillinger A309 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Welcome to Grade 8 English Language Arts! The overarching focus of this year will be the concept of 

“identity.” Through the short stories and novels we will read, we will explore what factors influence 

our identities, such as how we view ourselves, versus how others view us. Key literary terms will 

include plot, conflict, mood/tone, foreshadowing, irony, symbolism, characterization, and theme.  

 

➔ UNITS 

Unit One: Short Stories 

➔ Miscellaneous short stories by different contemporary authors  

 

Unit Two: Drama 

➔ Monster by Walter Dean Myers 

➔ A Christmas Carol: Scrooge and Marley by Israel Horovitz 

 

Unit Three: Creative Nonfiction 

➔ The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie 

 

Unit Four: Historical Fiction 

➔ The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne 

 

Unit Five: Realistic Fiction 

➔ Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson 

 

➔ GRADE BREAKDOWN 

➔ Tests/Projects/Essays: 35% 

➔ Classwork/Participation: 30% 

➔ Quizzes: 25% 

➔ Homework: 10% 

 

➔ CHECK SYSTEM 

Classwork and homework will be graded on a “check system”: 

➔ Check plus-plus = 100% 

➔ Check plus = 95% 

➔ Check/check plus = 87% 

➔ Check = 80% 

➔ Check/check minus = 72% 

➔ Check minus = 65% 

 

➔ HOMEWORK 

ELA homework will be, for the most part, weekly independent reading assignments. At the 

beginning of each term, you will be provided the due dates for all reading assignments, to help 

you plan ahead of time. There may occasionally be other homework assignments, as well, 

related to the novel we are reading in class.  

 



CLASSROOM ROUTINES 

➔ MATERIALS 

You must have the following at all times in ELA class: 

➔ Pencils/pens 

➔ ELA binder/folders 

➔ Independent reading book 

➔ Agenda book 

 

➔ ENTERING THE CLASSROOM 

As soon as you enter the room, please look at the agenda board to see that day’s “Do Now.” 

Please quietly complete the “Do Now” as the warm-up to that day’s lesson.  

 

➔ LEAVING THE CLASSROOM 

Before you leave, please check the homework board and write any upcoming assignments, as 

well as their due dates. Then, please wait to be dismissed by me toward the end of class. If I 

have you at the end of the day, please stack your chair onto your desk.  

 

➔ SIGNING OUT 

You must sign out every time you use the bathroom or get a drink of water. This is a safety 

precaution; if you have left the class, and there is an emergency, I need to know where my 

students are at ALL times. The sign-out sheet is by my door, in the green binder. Only one male 

and one female student may leave class at a time. 

 

➔ INDEPENDENT READING 

Please have your independent reading book with you at all times. If you finish an in-class 

assignment, quiz, or test early, you may be asked to read your book until everybody is finished. 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:  

➔ ABSENCES 

If you are absent, please log onto Google Classroom. Class notes, assignments, and handouts 

can be found on there. For every day you are absent, you will be given two additional days 

(outside of school) to complete all missing work.  

 

➔ EXTRA HELP 

After school help will be available every Thursday after school, or before school at 7:00 am. If 

you need to stay with me on a day other than Thursday, please let me know ahead of time!  

 

➔ REMIND 

“Remind” is a free texting tool used in this classroom. You will be sent reminder text messages 

about homework, tests/quizzes, and projects, as well as other important information. I will 

never see your phone numbers, and all text responses will go directly to my Remind account. 

To sign up for Remind, please use this link: remind.com/join/mshillinge 

 

➔ CONTACT INFORMATION 

➔ Email: hillingera@meapps.org 

➔ Website: https://sites.google.com/a/meapps.org/hillinger/ 

➔ Teacher Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/ms.hillinger/ 

https://www.instagram.com/ms.hillinger/
https://sites.google.com/a/meapps.org/hillinger/
http://remind.com/join/mshillinge
mailto:hillingera@meapps.org


___________________________ 
 

 

Please tear off this page and return to Ms. Hillinger by Friday, September 8th, 2017.  

 

I, __________________________________________________________,  
 

have read and understood the English Language Arts Grade 8 Syllabus.  

 

 

Student’s signature:_____________________________________________ 

 

 

Student’s Block: ____________________ 

 

 

 


